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This brie~ histor.y o~ Croaale¥-Hunter 

has been compiled by- Aleta(Denoe)Sweet. 

We regret that it is far from complete. 

Our apologies t o the familiea.who are 

DOt written up.beoauae information was 

not made available. 
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Kra.G.L.Ackert (Jnn Smith)llias Sarah 
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Finch) .j~r.Robert J .Ferguson and Marie 

Ferguson and Kra.Ed.lbroughan(Bertha 

Evert) .who furnished ua with 111100 of 

the data. 
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CROSSLEY-HUNTER. 

Crossley-Hunter is not a village or even a near village.It 1s merely 

a cross roads ,with a tJ91 ted church on oDe corner and a Plblio school 

on BDOther corner.Hevertheless the neighbourhood is ao rich in histor­

ical interest,that those living in the immediate ueighbourhood,are 

proud to be classed aa residents of Croasley-Hunter. 

Geographicall1,the heart of the community lies on the ninth concession 

of South ~rchester,where the west quarter road crosses it.The COI!IIIlD-

ity itself extends,prob8bly a mile and 8 half to east and westJ&lao to 

tbe DOrth aDd south to the eighth and tenth~oonoessiona. 

So far 88 can be learoed,thia area,at the time when the first settlers 

c-, in the early '30's of last oentury ,was 8 wilderneas,wi th no hWDBD 

inhabitants. 

lbch earlier than this date,even prior to I640,it is known that this 

tract of land,from Ni_,a~ River to Detroit was well settled with a 

tribe of Indiana,kDown ea the Neutrals.Ezo&Yations and old ruins give 

definite evidence that they lived 1n villages. 

At that time,Northern Ontario with lAidland as its centre,was the home 

of the Huron IDdiana.Upper New York 1U was settled by Iroquois.The 

outlet for the HDron tur trade was at ~ntreal,while the outlet for the 

Iroquois fur trade was New Yort.In order to secure the moDbpoly of the 

fur trade in the weat,the Iroquois,in I640,came over in la~ numbers, 

and ruthlessly exterminated the tribe of Neutrals,wbo had been fr iendly 

to the lhu'ona. 
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The few,who escaped alive,fled into Michigan and even farther west • . 
Their purpose acoompliahed,the Iroquois returned to their homes in New 

york State ancJ. with the exception of an occasional hunter,DO hWZIID lHting 

lived in this area,until after the American RevGlution,when a few united 

Empire Loyalists drifted in and made homes for the-.elves.Althoagh it 

1a estimated that lHttween forty aDd fiftT thousand lDyalists sought re-

fuge in Canecla,mst of them went to Eastern Canada.Comparathel;y fn . . 

came to these parta,beoauae it waa a vast aDd disoour~ing wVdernesa. 

Toward the end of the eighteenth centur,y,under Governor Simooe,aerioua 

oonsid~rationwas given to oolonisation.Shiploads of immigrants were 

brought over and able Nobleman from the British Isles were entrusted 

with the administration of the yo~ colonies. 

Col.Thomas Tal'bot had charge of 540,000 acrea along Lake Erie,spre-.1 

over what is now twen~-eight town.hipa,inoluding South Dorchester • . 
Following the Napoleonic wara,Just at that tima,dire poverty and wide 

spread UDemployment in the old oountries,provided. stimlua for 1DIIligrat­

io~rom EDgland and Sootland,to Canada,on a large soale. 

About that tiaa also a ~tato famine in lrelend out ita population by 

a half,ao that ~ Irish settle• oama also. 

During the Napoleonic wara,EQglaDd'a lumber trade with Scandinavian 

countries had been out off and England had developed a b6ge lumber trade 

with Canada~noe vessels that went f~m Canada,bearing cargoes of lumber, 

returned loaded with oourageoua i!lllligranta - our SDOeatora,wbo pioneered 

this area,amid unspeakable ha~ahipa and privations. 
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Chapter II - The Name. c.H 

Although this settlement dates back to the early 30's of the last 

centur,r,it had no special name,until a large red brick house,Juat 

north of the corners,now owned b,y George Abell,wes built b,y James 

Bellah. 

This immease house waa three ,years in t he buildi ng end wea a real 

show pleoe in those timea.The root is of black s late and inlaid in the 

west roof, in octagonal blocks of red alate a" t he words - Jlaple Leaf 

Farm - !885 • 

.About t h is time,the settlers had made arrangements to get regular mail 

into their ~ighbourhood ,b,y meet~ a stage coach at ~ona,three miles 

and. a half east ,which made regular trips between the t owns of A,ylmer 

end JA>rcheater .Otlvioualy the neighbourhood had to have a name,so Jtaple 

leaf Boat Office was chosen. 

James Mei.tle, who then owned the ferm,now ownad b,y Joe Lealie,uaed to 

drive to I.vro!W,get the J4aple teat mail and bring it to his home.Often 

it would lie t here f or da,ys,before an,yone claimed it,as people received 

little mail then; and were often surprised when a neighbour,in passing, 

would about in - tt Jim Meikle told me to tell ,you that be haa a letter 

tor ,you ... 

• ••••••••••••• 



Chapter III - fhe Church. 

On the first oorner,east of Crossley- Hunter,lived Wilson MO.Creadie, 

whose wife was a sister to the late Dr.H.T.Crossley ; and in 1890, 

chiefly through the il!fluence of Ureand Mrs.:UC. Creadie, the famed 

eTaogelists - Crossley and Hunter conducted an evengeliatic campaign 

1n the woods, Just south of the main corners.ft was well organized 

and well oonducted. Jennie Stewart,a talented musician of the commun­

ity accompanied the singing on a small reed orgen • .A deeply stirred 

community with keen religious awaken~,was the result . 

Before this time,:tamilies had attended a litthodist church in I:Qons, 

a Disciple ohuroh at ~pleton and a Presbyterian church at Belmont. 

Immediately followiDg the evangelistic meeti~,the need for a commun­

ity place of worship was recognized and promptly built . 

• 

Since it was the outcome of the Crossley - Hunter revlval , it seemed 

natural to name it the Crossley - Hunter ll&thodist church. 

The former name 'Maple Leaf' gradually died out.Partioularly ao,whem 

• rural mail deliver,y route was established from Belmont,which served 

this entire oommunity, daily. 
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So DOW the ahurch, the school and the entire community bear the name -

Oro~sley-Hunter. 

Robert Brown and h is wife came from Glaagow,Sootland in I843.They went 
' 

first io st.Tbomaa.At that time,st.Tbomaa was a very small -.Ulage.The 

Talbot settlement was slread.f prett¥ well teken up 1n the -.1c1n1ty of St. 

Thomes,so ID8k1Dg his We¥ north and eaat,th.roagh well nigh impenetrable 

'Ik>bert 
Brown' 

torest,Robert Brown secured a 200 acre tract of land,on the corner of which 

the Oroaaley-Bunter church now atauda.The land upon which to build the • 

church haTiDg been giv~ for the purpose by Robert Brown• a son Henry, 

who lived on the f8l'JI at the ti• ot ita erection. 

The Crosaley-Hunter ch11l"Ch has always been an outside appointment ot 

whateW&r charge,OontereDOe hea aeen tit to link i~ up with.It has been 1n 

turn attaahed to Iqona,Sperta,Yarmuth Centre and at the present tt.,ia 

part of the SpriDgtield ~· 

On two occaaiona,it has been linked with two other amall ohurohea,under a 

student minister.Oil one other occaaion,when th~re was a growiDg inclination 

to close up ... 11 rural churches and force families to attend the larger 

centres,Orossley-Hunter was lett without a udnister.The local people didnt 

take kindly to this and after careful deliberation,arraDged with Rev .John 

Teale,a retired r.llttbodiat miniater,l1'1'1Dg at Dorcheater,to come on Sund.a¥8 

for one service and io to look after funerals and weddinga,when needed. 

This arrangment proved ver.y aatiatactor,y for a number of years. 

When the Conference was convinced that Orossley-Hunter church intended to 

remain in action,1t took nepa to tit her into the set-up again. 

Some ot the finest udnistera of our churoh,have in their student d8¥s, 

served . this charge , llamely :- The Late Rev.Bu.rton Robill80n,Dr • .A.M.Stuart, 

the late Rev.E Matthews,Rev.Clayton Searle,Rev.steven ~thera. 



In I89I,when the Orossley-Hunter church opened,it was part ot the Lfona 

cirouit.ReY.Jamea Ke~ waa the minister.The following yeer,Bev.s.G. 

Staples becaJDe the llinlster.Then Rev.Bobert Thompson,:tollowed by Rev. 

C.P.Wella and later ReT.S.C..FAmnds. 

Then the Crossley-Hunter church was placed under the superintendency ot 

·spa:rts,with Rev S.R.llc.Vittie aa senior pastor,aaaiated tirat but Rev. 

Burton Robinson and later by Rev W .B.l41d:tord. 

Next it was linked up with the Orwell church end a preaching appoint-

ment in the Kingamill school houae, and was served by the following :-

The late Rev.E .Matthewa,Rev.Jamea POster and Dr .A.U.Stuart. 

At this point Crosal~~Hunter was lett unprovided with a miniater,bGpi~ 

that ita members would settle themselves among surrounding congregatioDa 

Aa has been atated,Bev.John Veale tilled in the breach mtil I9I4,wh8Jl 

Oroaaley-H.unter church waa again attached 'o ~ona,UDder the t~llowing 

ministers:- The late Bev.Joseph Jonea, Rev.G.WJButt,Bev.J.E.Oook, 

Rev.ClaJton searle,BeT.f.C.Wilkinaon,Dr.Sbeldon Bartlet(K.D.)ReT.HJY. 

Wright,Rev.R.R.Connor,Bev.A~.Grant and Rev.R.W.LaDgdon. 

In I929,thia church was haDdad over to Yarmouth Centre,under the follow-

1.ng ministers a- Rev ·w .A .Finlay ,Rev.D.A • ..&.rmtrong,Rev.A.C.lborbouae end 

ReT eO . W .lbrl"'W • 

In 1944 the next move came.Thia time io Spr~ield with Rev.J.T.White 

,thenRev.Chas ·Viokerson and Rev.R.C .Copel&Dd. 

When the church was opened in I89I,W.aa8Sarah Ackert was the tirat orge.-

1st and served in that capacity,continuoualy with great taithtulnesa :tor 

forty-seven yeara,when she was succeeded b,y Basel Learn. 

The members o:t the first choir were:- G.L.Ackert,Ann S~th,Wilbur Smith, 

Bristol Sm1th,Clara Smith,Almeda ~th~iram Pattit,Esther Pettit • 

. 
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Chapter rr - The School. 

( 
No one will ever know bow ~ch we owe to those pioneers for their ambition 

and inaisteDOe that their children be edaceted.How they accomplished it, 

with so few facilities,in the face of what seemed to be unsurmountable 

obstacles,ia hard to see. 

David In the case of Dav~ Wellington Finch,who came from New York Stste,ln !839, 
Wellington 
FiDch. settling firat south of 1Japleton,where Sam Garten now lives,but mvtng the 

( 

following year to the corner north of Czossley-Hunter,DOw the Fater Drablc 

fa n~.There were thirteen children in ~his fami!¥ ,all of whom grew up. 

Before there was ~ school ,for them to at tend, the two · eldeat children were 

school age.Their parents paid a fee for each ohild,to a teacher who came to 
' 

their home to give them their lesaons. 

There is no record that this ~as a oo!IIIIOn practlce,but in all probabilit-

iea,other families,wbo had children emplQyed the s~me teecher.~~en after a 

school was built with teachers who could and did cerr,y ~pils along in their 

studies,farther than High School Entrance requirements,~ra of these 

youag people were sent away to College,to take a business oourse,to become 

teacbers aDd t9 study medicine.Dr.Jlm ~.Gregor in t hose days became a grad-

uate of Aim jrbor Michigan.Dr.Dan Ferguson,an uncle of Robert,and. Neil Ferg-

uson also became a doctor. 

The first school was built of logs,ln !860 on the farm of John Learn,a mile 

Fest of the present school.Ruth Belabor was the first teacher.A Ur.Wldmore 1 

succeeded her and remained for three years.,during which time,he was not only 

teacher,but Janitow as well.At night,he slept in e bunk,built i n the wall • 

at the back of the school room. 

SundS¥ school was also held i~ this school.'Par' Deacon was superintendent • • 

The Deacons lived on the next farm west of t he John Learn farm.Both of 
' 

these farms were long narrow fifty acre strips,the two strips DOW have 

) 
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become the west part of t he f arm owned by George Jennett. 

The Deacon Farm buildings were in a little hollow and to this day,older res-

idents know that spot as 'Deacon's Hollow'. 

A son of 'Par' Deacon t ook the farm,now owned by Alfred Oonnor a.nd a daughter 

married Boy Learn's grandfather,George Learn about !856. 

In that time.,when Pioneer COmJlllnities were fast coming t o lile,the demand for 

a better schOol made itself felt,and a structure of white brick was built down 

at the four corners opposite the church,in rsso. 

The sore ot groUDd ... upon which to build it,~s P'lrchased from George I.earn,for 

$ I00.00.The origiDBl agreement of sale of this property is an interesting 

possession of Roy Lear.n.rt contains a clause,that it this land ceases to be 

school prope~,it reverts to the original farm.The trustees,whose signatures 

are on this document ere :- .Andrew Roberts,George .Appleford,George Pettit. 

Teachers Who taught in this sobool were :- George Emer,y,Harvey Mann,Fisber 

Ferguson,EDdly Mc.Creadie,Dunoan T~lor,Altred Buck,Ernie Kilmer,George Young, 

Violet MC.Gregor,Bessie Crawford,Mlss Cron,George Smith,~ss Todd,Martha Grease 
"-

William Ackhard,L.Thom:pson,Maggie D&aoon,Mr-.Rapleje,Tena Noble,Herbert Branion, 

L&Qra Simpson,Miss Coleman,Miss &bbott,Isabel Mitten. 

The new school became a real community oentre.Sund~ School was held in it. 

During the year,lollowing the revival meetiuga '8611le the church was under con-

struction,regul'Sr church services were heM in it oonducted by Rev ,Bell Wood. 

Another highly beneficial project,one whose influence is felt to this d~, 

was a singing scbool.j competent instructor was engaged and in the long winter 

evenings,ever,yone,wh9 could sing,came to si~i~ scbool.Each one brought a 

C'andle ,whic~ was thEfonJ¥ w~ to light the room. 

This school,altbough a vast improvement on the first one,eventually bad its 

dey. In 19 II it was torn down 8Dd a modern new red brick one erected on the 

c ) 
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A 1910 picture of Cr.sale7 HUnter So&oel 

leaober - liiaa ho'bel au~ 

/Mt:/v,·n 
':r.ront .row - Geerge .JeDldna,.&lbert Ashton, (?) Jenkina,Aar.n Roberta, 

(?) Johnaon,Lilf Betterl8¥,Grace 4ppletord, (?) B-rnall,Fred 

2Dd- (?) Jenkina,HeJU)' Legg,Jim Jenkina,Annie Grtnrb\ll'C, 

3rd - Clarence Rogera,TAuzm&n Legg,Clare Appletord,.&llea Grewbaze, 

lllrJorie .Aokert,Irene Betterl~,Laura Jenkina,Sarah Gr•"burg, 

.ieatrice .&ahton. 

4th - ~ian .&ahton,Pearl Betterley ,J&a:ry Gr•burg,!hereaa ~bert a, 
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same site. 

The trustees at the time were :- G.L.Ackert, and l ater Joe Jenkins, 

James Appletord and Arthur J.t>ore • 

The teachers who have served the present school are :-

Euaa Cline,Ella Cline,Nina Clark,Idiss Reid,Jeen Harknesa,EYa Teylor,Eva Legg, 

~rion ~.Intyre,Eleatha Davidson,JaDB Teylor,~rtle Brown,Audrey FUrse, 

Audrey Gent~anQf Little,~s.Rred Brown,Ardath {Cline)~llard. 

In the early days a 1~ teacher got a salary of tromi200.00 to $300.00 

A man teacher might be able to get as high as $ 400.00.At the turn ,ot the 

centlll7 the status of teaching and elso economic conditions had improved 

to the extent that salaries rose,ranging !rom $ soo.oo to teoo.oo. 

Following the World war fl, they roae as high as $1000.00 lm.riQg the de-

pression in the 30'a,aalaries went away down with everything elae,but 

following the world war #2 they rose sharply.In 1950 the teacher here 

received $2,000.00 

•••••••••••• 
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Chapter V - The Catfish Creek. 

One of the north branches of the Catfish Creek crosses the ni~th concess-

ion, Just east of C.Ossl ey- Hunt er aDd again crosses t he quarter road,a 

little south of it.Its course is so wi~ing that it touches practically 

every farm i n the ne ighbourhood.Its winding course with its wooded flats, 

adds beauty and picturesqueness to the countrys ide. 

Aside from that,it has been of high value eoo~mically,as e natarel 

drainage system and as a water supply.Some of the farmers to this dey 

depend upon the c~ek for watering their stock. 

In the spring,as soon as 

the ice goes out, swarms of 

suckers come up from the 

lake to apawn. Farmera have, 

every year ,gone out with 

lanterns,at night,and plck-

eel these very ~elicious fish 

o4f the rapida.EVen now, 

altb,ough our di_et is not limited as it was in the old tleys,they ere a real 

treet.In the old d,aya. when their diet was very 11mited,they were not only a 

treat but highly beneficial io the general health. 

lbst o~ t~e year,it s,.- quite e harmless little stream, but in a spring freshet 

or a flood,it has , t times become so turbulent as to be terrifying. 

In I893,heavy snow had come e arly in Deoember. On December I5th, Jennie Ferg-

uson,who was teaching at Martin's acbool,eest of ~ons ,held her Christmas 

l ntertainment. Several days before it,the weather became very mild,with 

thawing 8l1d heavy r aina.The roads were neither s uitable for M3ggies or 

cutters.The Ferguson f~ly went to Jennie 's tntertainment,verioualy 
. 

equipped. Mrs.Ferguson and her two sona,Robert,fifteen years old and 

( 
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